
Contesting with WSJT-X
This is a quick tutorial, aimed at the casual Ham who’s familiar with WSJT-X and FT8, but is leery of 
creating and submitting a contest log. Field Day is the perfect opportunity to try your hand at 
contesting. There’s no pressure, just making QSOs!

If you’re having any trouble with Field Day, either operating or logging, we have a whole club full of 
helpful hams. Just ask!

Setting Up WSJT-X

You may choose to create a new log file for the contest as it really simplifies the process.

• With WSJT-X running, select File > Open Log Directory to find the location of your log file – 
make a note of this location—you’ll need it again

• Stop WSJT-X
• Using your computer’s file manager, go to the directory containing wsjtx_log.adi
• Rename the log file to something memorable, like: The_REAL_wsjtx_log.adi
• Restart WSJT-X
• Go to File > Settings…
• Go to the Advanced tab
• Check the Special operating activity box
• Select the ARRL Field Day option
• Enter your exchange - For most of us, you have 1 transmitter and run off commercial power, so 

the class is 1D. Our ARRL Section is North Florida, so NFL Your exchange therefore is 1D 
NFL.

• Click OK to exit the Setting dialog

You’ll see the standard messages have changed and that Field Day is highlighted in red. Also, for 
convenience, the Contest Log is displayed.

Make QSOs. Have fun!
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When Field Day is over

Now it’s time to prepare your log for submission to the ARRL.

(If WSJT-X isn’t running, start it up.)
• Select File > Export Cabrillo file…
• In the Export Cabrillo dialog box, substituting your own information where needed, enter…

• Don’t forget to enter the club’s name: THE VILLAGES AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
• Click Save
• Choose the location of your log file. You’ll need it to submit to the ARRL.
• Open your Web browser
• Go to http://contest-log-submission.arrl.org/
• Fill out the form with your own information
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• Click Browse and locate the log you saved from WSJT-X
• Select the file and click the Select button
•
• Finally, click the Submit Log button to send your log to ARRL! You’ll receive immediate 

feedback and can relax, or fix whatever error(s) may have been flagged. When the log has been 
accepted, ARRL will send you and email.

•
• If you have errors and don’t know what to do, you have until July 28, 2026 to submit your log. 

But don’t procrastinate too much!

And Finally…

If you had renamed your log file, it’s time to put it back.

• Stop WSJT-X
• Locate the directory containing wsjtx_log.adi
• Rename the log file to something memorable, like :FieldDay2026_wsjtx_log.adi
• Rename the old log file (maybe it’s The_REAL_wsjtx_log.adi) to wsjtx_log.adi
• Restart WSJT-X
• Go to File > Settings…
• Go to the Advanced tab
• Uncheck the Special operating activity box
• Click OK to exit the Setting dialog

Let’s do it again in 2027!!
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